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Art Unit: 2173 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis 
for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who 
has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the invention 
thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act of 1999 
(AIPA) do not apply to the examination of this application as the application being examined 
was not (1) filed on or after November 29, 2000, or (2) voluntarily published under 35 U.S.C. 
122(b). Therefore, this application is examined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment 
by the AIPA (pre-AIPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

1. Claims 1-14, 16-18 and 20-43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being clearly 
anticipated by U. S. Patent No. 5,956,665 (Martinez et al.). 

Referring to claim 1, Martinez discloses a method for managing computer 
hardware components by displaying a pictorial representation on a computer display with a 
plurality of hardware components and representing a physical configuration of each of the 
plurality of hardware components (Figure 6 and column 1, lines 30-33). Martinez also discloses 
indicating a selected status for hardware components from the plurality of hardware components 
within the pictorial representation with the plurality of hardware components (column 2, lines 
48-53). 

Referring to claims 2 and 24, Martinez discloses a diagram of at least one enclosure 
within which the plurality of hardware components is disposed, further depicting a physical 
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location of each of the plurality of hardware components in the enclosure (Figure 1 and column 
5, lines 13-16). 

Referring to claims 3 and 25, Martinez discloses a first view of the enclosure taken from 
a first viewpoint (column 9, lines 24-26), and wherein the pictorial representation further 
includes a second diagram depicting a second view of the enclosure taken from a second 
viewpoint (column 9, lines 27-30). 

Referring to claims 4 and 26, Martinez discloses an unused interface component which is 
used to configure physically interconnect with another hardware component. According to 
Figure 6, the shelves are these interface components, which are configured to physically 
interconnect with the disk drives. Martinez allows for managing of the user interface component 
through user input directed at the pictorial representation. Martinez does disclose detecting user 
input based on where the user has clicked within the pictorial representation (Figure 9). This 
suggests that the user through user input will manage the shelves in order to access the disk drive 
devices that are physically interconnected to the shelves. 

Referring to claims 5 and 27, Martinez discloses that each of the plurality of hardware 
components is associated with at least one attribute and a method to compare attributes 
associated with the plurality of hardware components against a filter criterion (column 2, lines 
59-62). Martinez also discloses selecting those hardware components associated with the 
attributes that match the filter criterion (column 2, lines 62-65). 

Referring to claims 6 and 28, Martinez discloses that user input is used for generating the 
filter criterion (column 2, lines 66-67 and column 3, lines 1-2). 
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Referring to claims 7 and 29, Martinez discloses that the user may choose the type of 
filter criteria from a plurality of filter criterion (column 3, lines 2-7). Martinez also discloses that 
each of the plurality of predetermined filter criteria is associated with a predetermined view 
among a plurality of views (column 3, lines 3-5). 

Referring to claim 8, Martinez discloses that each hardware component is associated with 
a hardware type (column 8, lines 51-52) and the filter criterion identifies a selected hardware 
type, wherein selecting those hardware components includes selecting those hardware 
components associated with the selected hardware type (column 8, lines 50-55). 

Referring to claim 9, Martinez discloses updating the indication of the selected status for 
the hardware components responsive to selection of those hardware components associated with 
attributes that match the filter criterion (column 2, lines 63-65). 

Referring to claims 10 and 30, Martinez discloses that each of the plurality of hardware 
components is associated with at least one of a plurality of diagrams, each of which depicting a 
physical location of at least one of the plurality of hardware components (Figure 6 and column 9, 
lines 21-26). Martinez also discloses displaying within this pictorial representation only those 
diagrams from the plurality of diagrams that depict the physical location of at. least one hardware 
component having a selected status (column 9, lines 22-24). 

Referring to claims 1 1 and 31, Martinez discloses visually highlighting those portions of 
the pictorial representation that depict the physical configurations of the multiple hardware 
components that have a selected status (column 9, lines 30-31). 

Referring to claims 1 2 and 32, Martinez discloses updating the status of a hardware 
component by setting a bit if changes in the component have occurred (column 2, lines 52-57). 
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It is inherent that once the changes in the component have been recognized, an active bit once set 
must be unselected or cleared in order to start the polling process and check for changes that may 
occur to the same component at a later time. In this manner, the status of the component can be 
selected and then unselected. Martinez does disclose a means for detecting user input based on 
where the user has clicked within the pictorial representation (Figure 9). The flow chart of 
Figure 9, also checks to see which device has been accessed as per the user input allowing for the 
selection and unselection of these components to be responsive based on which device the user 

has directed the input to. 

Referring to claims 13 and 33, Martinez discloses performing a management operation on 
each of the multiple hardware components that have a selected status responsive to user input 
(column 3, lines 2-4). 

Referring to claims 14 and 34, Martinez discloses that hardware components are 
monitored in multiple computer rooms, wherein components from each of the computers will be 
monitored and managed (column 12, lines 51-53). 

Referring to claims 16 and 35, Martinez discloses a list of available management 
operations associated with a hardware component among the plurality of hardware component 
(column 9, lines 27-29). Martinez does not disclose how this list is retrieved. But Martinez does 
disclose detecting user input based on where the user has clicked within the pictorial 
representation (Figure 9). This suggests that a device for which the list is shown would be 
retrieved and displayed in response to user input directed to that portion of the pictorial 
representation that depicts the physical configuration of the hardware component. 
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Referring to claims 1 7 and 36, Martinez discloses displaying a list of available, 
management operations within a context sensitive menu (Figure 6). Martinez also discloses the 
user initiating one of the available management operations on the hardware component directed 
to the context sensitive menu (reference numbers 82, 84 and 92, Figure 6). 

Referring to claims 18 and 37, Martinez discloses retrieving status information associated 
with a first hardware component among the plurality of hardware components (column 2, lines 
55-57). Martinez does not disclose user input in retrieving this information concerning a device. 
But Martinez does disclose detecting user input based on which portion and device the user has 
clicked within the pictorial representation (Figure 9). This suggests that the information 
retrieved is associated with the device that the user has clicked on the pictorial representation 
that depicts the physical configuration of the hardware component. 

Referring to claims 20 and 38, Martinez discloses that the pictorial representation and 
indicating the selected status are performed on a single computer, wherein all the needed 
information is contained within that single computer (column 12, lines 51-52). 

Referring to claims 21 and 39, Martinez discloses displaying the pictorial representation 
and indicating the selected status on a first computer and wherein at least a portion of the 
plurality of hardware components are physically located in second computer in communication 
with the first computer (column 12, lines 54-55). 

Referring to claim 22, Martinez discloses that the plurality of hardware components is 
disposed in a computer selected from the group consisting of a single-user computer and multi- 
user computers (column 12, lines 51-53). 

Referring to claims 23, Martinez discloses a program residing in memory 
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(column 9, lines 39-41). Martinez discloses a method for managing computer hardware 
components by displaying a pictorial representation on a computer display with a plurality of 
hardware components and representing a physical configuration of each of the plurality of 
hardware components (Figure 6 and column 1, lines 30-33). Martinez also discloses indicating a 
selected status for hardware components from the plurality of hardware components within the 
pictorial representation with the plurality of hardware components (column 2, lines 48-53). 

Referring to claim 40, Martinez discloses a program residing in memory 
(column 9, lines 39-41). Martinez discloses a method for managing computer hardware 
components by displaying a pictorial representation on a computer display with a plurality of 
hardware components and representing a physical configuration of each of the plurality of 
hardware components (Figure 6 and column 1, lines 30-33). Martinez also discloses indicating a 
selected status for hardware components from the plurality of hardware components within the 
pictorial representation with the plurality of hardware components (column 2, lines 48-53). 
Martinez also discloses a signal-bearing medium bearing the program (column 9, lines 40-43). 

Referring to claim 41 , Martinez discloses that the signal-bearing medium includes at least 
one of a recordable medium and a transmission medium (column 9, lines 40-43). 

Referring to claim 42, Martinez discloses that his invention for implementing this 
graphical user interface can access a plurality of computers to identify a plurality of hardware 
components resident in the plurality of computers (column 12, lines 51-53). Martinez also 
discloses automatically generating a pictorial representation on a computer display having a 
plurality of hardware components within the plurality of computers (column 2, lines 20-23). 
Martinez also discloses performing at least one management operation on multiple selected 
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hardware components among the plurality of hardware components in response to user input, 
wherein as disclosed by Martinez, a user choosing to replace a particular type of power supply 
would need multiple devices to be selected that are affected by this replacement (column 12, 
lines 1-6). Martinez does disclose a means for detecting user input based on where the user has 
clicked within the pictorial representation (Figure 9). The flow chart of Figure 9, also checks to 
see which device has been accessed as per the user input for management of these components. 

Referring to claim 43, Martinez discloses each of the plurality of hardware components is 
associated with at least one attribute (column 2, line 26) and wherein each of the plurality of 
hardware components is associated with at least one of a plurality of diagrams (Figure 1). 
Martinez discloses comparing attributes associated with the plurality of hardware components 
against a filter criterion and selecting those hardware components associated with attributes that 
match the filter criterion (column 2, lines 40-43). Martinez dynamically generating the pictorial 
representation includes displaying the pictorial representation only the diagrams with the 
selected hardware components (column 2, lines 34-37). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§103 
2. Claim 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Martinez and U. 
S. Patent No. 6,167,358 (Othmer et al.). 

Referring to claim 15, Martinez does not disclose that at least two of the plurality of 
computers utilizes different types of computer platforms. Othmer manages the operation of a 
plurality of computer-based systems wherein these systems utilize different types of computer 
platforms (Figure 2 and column 3, lines 43-46). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Martinez's invention such that the 
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plurality of computers utilize different types of computer platforms. In cases where there are 
various computers, the chances of there being different types of computer platforms running in 
these computers are highly likely. Hence, one skilled in the art, at the time of the invention, 
would have been motivated to learn from Othmer to implement a system wherein the plurality of 
computers would include computers utilizing different types of platforms. 
3. Claim 19 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Martinez and 
Designing the User Interface (Shneiderman). 

Referring to claims 19, Martinez discloses including locating a user-manipulated pointer 
over that portion of the pictorial representation that depicts the physical configuration of the 
hardware component (Figure 9). Martinez also discloses displaying the retrieved status 
information disposed proximate that portion of the pictorial representation that depicts the 
physical configuration of the hardware component (reference numbers 82, 84 and 92, Figure 6). 
Martinez does not disclose pop-up windows for displaying the status information. Shneiderman 
discloses that pop-up menus appear on the display in response to a click wherein the contents of 
the pop-up menu can depend on where the cursor is pointing to when clicked (page 243, lines 9- 
11). It would have been obvious for Martinez at the time of the invention to learn from 
Shneiderman in implementing the display of the status information within a pop-up window. 
Pop-up windows allow for retrieval of information and displaying without it affecting the main 
screen. In order for the user to not disturb the main screen, a pop-up window can provide easy 
access without it affecting the pictorial representations shown on the main screen. One skilled in 
the art, at the time of the invention, would have been motivated to learn from Shneiderman in 
implementing the display of the status information through pop-up windows. 
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Response to Claim Changes 



4. The Examiner acknowledges the Applicant's amendment specifying claim 42. However 
all the claims are still rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102 as being disclosed in a previous invention. 



5. Applicant's arguments filed on 4/29/2003 have been fully considered, but they are not 
persuasive. 

With respect to Applicant's argument that Martinez fails to disclose or suggest that the 
indication of a selected status for a multiple hardware components displayed in a pictorial 
representation of a plurality of hardware components. Martinez discloses the highlighting of one 
component, but then goes further to show examples wherein a type of device, within a 
computing system would be highlighted for a purpose. The type indicating that more than one 
device would fall under this type category. Martinez then discloses that the many cabinets with 
the devices would be indicated as to which device has the "power supply" discussed by 
Martinez, in his example, wherein multiple components with this "power supply" would have a 
selected status. See column 12, lines 1-6. 



6. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 



Response to Arguments 



Conclusion 





Application/Control Number: 09/659,258 
Art Unit: 2173 



Page 1 1 



will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 



CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory, action. In no event, 



date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Namitha Pillai whose telephone number is (703) 305-7691 . The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:30 AM to 5:30 PM. 



If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Cabeca, can be reached on (703) 308-31 16. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 746-7238 for regular 
communications and (703) 746-7240 for After Final Communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 
Namitha Pillai 

Assistant Examiner /V 



however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
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